THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
nineteenth century show an ostentation of wealth and a vulgarity unknown since the days of James I
But there were waking two movements which misgave critical observers The first was the women's suffrage movement, the full implications of which would not be seen until after the War of 1914-8 The other had been apparent before the end of the eighties As is usual, dunng the decline of pnces after 1873, the value of real wages rose for those who remained in employment, while the uneven spread of the depression meant that unemployment, except in one year, 1879, was not general during the early years Unemployment did not begin to be felt severely until the middle of the eighties (it is significant that the titular designation, "the unemployed", appears for the first time in 1886), but dunng the whole of that decade a new insurgence was fermenting among the workers It has been suggested that the responsibility for this awakening is due to Henry George's Progress and Poverty9 published in 1880 But all revolts have a background of real discontent, usually inarticulate, before any movement takes place People are indifferent to propaganda which does not touch their interests, and those who talk most ghbly of agitation forget that agitation is only effective when indifference has prepared the ground The background of the resurgence of Labour in 1889 may be found in the composition of the working class as a whole The Unions were few, autocratic and restrictive, representing only the skilled workers (and perhaps not more than some thirty-five per cent of them) interested mainly in maintaining their wages by their exclusiveness On the other hand, as mechanisation improved, the half-skilled workers of the forties and fifties were degenerating into quarter-skilled, a lower grade, in whom the TUG had little interest These groups were thus least able to resist wage-cuts which industry-after industry enforced as the depression deepened Through the eighties discontent was simmering It was perhaps not very apparent Gissmg perceived it, and certain intellectuals, Morns, for one, trying to do for the craftsman what Cobbett had tried to do for the peasant Even the Socialists and Fabians seem not very aware of the approaching storm It
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